
if it’s below -10°F, 
use only LAW on 
most weapons.

When the 
temperature 

drops below 10°F, 
you can use 

LAW
(lubricating oil, 
arctic, weapons).
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RBC
(rifle bore 
cleaner) 

is not a 
lubricant. 

it’s strictly 
for cleaning 
out carbon 
and powder 
from the 

chamber and 
bore. 

Remember, 
when you’ve 

finished using 
RBC, you 

need to lube 
your weapon.

clp 
(cleaner, 
lubricant, 

preservative)

is usually the 
best choice for 
taking care of 
your weapon 

since it cleans, 
lubes and 

preserves in
one step.

lsa
(lubricant, semi-
fluid, automatic 

weapons)
and 

lsa-T
(lubricant, semi-
fluid, automatic 

weapons with 
Teflon®) 

are strictly 
lubricants. 

So, before using 
them you must 

first clean your 
weapons with 
dry cleaning 

solvent,
MIL-PRF-680

Type II. 

Always de-grease 
thoroughly when 
changing lubes.

…For the
M3 recoiless rifle,

use only CLP 
regardless of the 

temperature.

On the M231 firing 
port weapon,

don’t use CLP.

Use only LSA in 
normal conditions 

and LAW in 
extreme cold.

For the MK 19, never 
use CLP—it’s not 

strong enough. use

gmd
(grease, molyb-
denum disulfide)
if you can get it.

if you can’t, 
use LSA or 

LSA-T. if the 
temperature 
drops below 
0°F, it’s OK to 

use LAW.

Small 
Arms…

Small arms 
lubricants differ in 
viscosity (how easily 
they flow), chemical 

composition and 
heat resistance.

CLP and LSA 
can be used on 
most weapons 
as long as the 
temperature is 
-10°F or higher.

These characteristics 
dictate which lubricant 

to use depending 
on the weapon 

and environmental 
conditions

What is the 
best lube to use 
on your rifle, 
machine gun or 

pistol? 

There are 
choices but 

sometimes it’s 
difficult to 

know what’s the 
best choice.

Here’s…

Your -10 TM is always 
the best guide to 

cleaning and lubing your 
weapons, but here are 

some general guidelines 
on lubricants…

When you’re 
lubing, remember 
a light lube means 

a film barely 
visible to the eye.

A heavy lube 
means a film 
thick enough 

to spread with 
your finger.

There are 
exceptions, 
though…

…Your Guide to 
lubes
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Dear Half-Mast, Our unit is getting ready to deploy to Afghanistan and we are wondering 

what cleaning supplies we should order for our weapons. Can you help?

        SSG G.H.
Dear Sergeant G.H., Certainly. The only complete cleaning kit you can order is for the M16-series 

rifle and the M4/M4A1 carbine. It comes with NSN 1005-01-541-7228. 

 Otherwise, you must order individual cleaning items by NSN. Everything you 

need is listed in the back of the -10 TMs for your weapons, but here’s a quick 

rundown of what’s generally required:• CLP
  1/2 ounce, NSN 9150-01-102-1473 4 ounces, NSN 9150-01-079-6124 1 pint, NSN 9150-01-054-6453 1 gallon, NSN 9150-01-053-6688• Rifle bore cleaning compound  (RBC)
 2 ounces, NSN 6850-00-224-6656 8 ounces, NSN 6850-00-224-6657 1 gallon, NSN 6850-00-224-6663• Arctic lubricating oil (LAW) 1 quart, NSN 9150-00-292-9689• Weapons lubricating oil (LSA) 2 ounces, NSN 9150-00-935-6597 4 ounces, NSN 9150-00-889-3522 1 quart, NSN 9150-00-687-4241 1 gallon, NSN 9150-00-753-4686

• Pipe cleaners  pack of 32, NSN 9920-00-292-9946• Wiping rags  50-lb bundle, NSN 7920-00-205-1711• Cleaning swabspackage of 1,000,NSN 1005-00-912-4248• Toothbrush
  NSN 1005-00-444-6602• Dry cleaning solvent1 gallon, NSN 6850-00-281-19855 gallons, NSN 6850-01-474-231755 gallons, NSN 6850-01-474-2316• Solid film lubricant 16-oz spray can,NSN 9150-01-260-2534

Small Arms…

What Do We Need For PM?
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if you need the NSNs for these 
lubricants and cleaners, see your

-10 TM or Page 23 in PS 671 (Oct 08) at:

https://www.logsa.army.mil/
psmag/archives/PS2008/

671/671-23.pdf

https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/archives/PS2008/671/671-23.pdf



